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get to their destinations on time, not
miss connections, and to feel more
comfortable, and lift the spirit of peo-
ple who have to travel for a living, or
recreationally, for family reunions or
all kinds of reasons—to make it easier.
That is the mission we are on.

We have endorsements from many or-
ganizations. I know the occupant of the
Chair was a member of the National
Governors’ Association when he was
the Governor of Ohio. They endorse
high-speed speed rail. National Con-
ference of State Legislatures; U.S. Con-
ference of Mayors; we have environ-
mentalists; the American Road and
Transportation Association; the AFL-
CIO, Rail Labor Division; all people
who have an interest in seeing high-
speed rail. And newspapers that think
about these things and whether or not
they are going to be affected by this:
The New York Times, the Houston
Chronicle, the Philadelphia Inquirer,
the Chicago Sun-Times, the Tampa

Tribune, Minneapolis Star Tribune,
and other newspapers support this in-
vestment in high speed rail.

I think we ought to get on with it. I
plead with my colleagues, don’t let this
be a last-ditch stand to try to uproot
the possibilities of getting these trains
underway, getting this track under-
way, getting the signal systems under-
way. It will make a difference in lives
all across this country. Some of those
whose States are serviced or will be
serviced by this high-speed rail connec-
tion have to recognize what it means
to them directly and step up to the
plate and say this will be a national
asset, even if it doesn’t touch any of
the cities in my State.

Recognizing time is precious and not
wanting to hold the present occupant
of the chair to a stricter schedule than
he would like, I am feeling very gen-
erous and sympathetic because I know
I am going to be able to call on the oc-
cupant of the chair to help us with the

high-speed rail situation. I thank the
chair for the courtesy of permitting me
to make these comments. This is a
milestone for America. It is a very im-
portant point in how we see ourselves
getting from here to there.

I hope my colleagues will support
this with enthusiasm, knowing very
well this is going to be the mode of
transportation that is essential to con-
tinue to carry out our responsibilities.

I thank the Chair.
I yield the floor.

f

RECESS UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 9:30 a.m., Thursday, Sep-
tember 28, 2000.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:19 p.m.,
recessed until Thursday, September 28,
2000, at 9:30 a.m.
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